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It is true that the disastrous offensives of the Chemin
des Dames and Passchendaele could not have been
undertaken, had we moved guns and
Avoiding troops to Italy. The Generals would
Passchendaele have been compelled to make that sacri-
fice to common sense. In what respect
would we have been worse off if those sanguinary
repulses had been avoided? They cost the Allies
well over three-quarters of a million men, an over-
strained mettle, shaken nerves and a shattered
morale for the survivors. Had the Germans, instead
of helping Austria, elected to take advantage of our
depleted strength in the West to attack our entrench-
ments there, they would have been resisted by forces
which would still have been superior to their own.
All they would have gained by their attack would
have been a repetition of Verdun whilst Austria was
being abandoned to utter defeat. When the Germans
in the summer of 1917, as soon as they heard of
the mutinies in the French Army, attacked lines held
by troops weakened, depressed and disaffected by
their terrible losses, they were beaten off. If the
French Army had been depleted by 150,000 efficients
sent to Italy, why should it be assumed that the
German assault would then have succeeded when it
failed after the French numbers had been reduced
by 200,000 casualties and the morale of the French
Army had been shaken to its foundations? The
Childishness Allied Staffs always seemed to me to
of conventional argue with the incoherence and incon-
mditary sequence with which children reason.
argument        What matters ^^ t^em ig the tfang they

want. Facts, figures, impossibilities are irrelevant
things to be used either way and every way according
to their desires.